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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


TO THE ORTHODOX CLERGY. 

The object of this communication is to invite your at- 
sention to a work, that has now been some time before the 
sublic, without any particular notice being taken of it by 
those opposed to its views ; but which, I think, ought to 
receive a prowpt and particulary reply. The work to 
which I refer, was published last winter, at Charlestown, 
(Mass.) and entitled, * An Inquiry into the scriptural 
‘moot of the words Sheol, Hades, Tartarus and Gehen- 
na, all translated Hell, in the common English version; 
py WALTER BaLrour.” 

“The object of the writer is to show, that neither of the 
above words are used by the inspired writers to meau a 
place ef punishment for the wicked in a future state. 
This is taking ground, in some respects, entirely new.— 
Former writers, both for and against the doctrine of. uni- 
versal salvation, have for the most part admitted, or taken 
for granted, that there wasa place of punishment for the 
wicked in a future world. But the object with him is 
not so much to prove that future punishment in a place 
called hell, will noé be endless in its duration, as to prove 
that there is no such place as hellina futuie state. Most 
neople, no doubt, will be ready to conciude from the bare 
statement of his object, that he has undertaken an Her- 
culean task, and that it is impossible he should have done 
inuch towards its accomplishment. How far others will 
think the writer has succeeded in making out the proof 
of his subject, is not for me todecide. His book is be- 
fore the public, and the public will judge for thenrselves. 
for myself, however, I readily acknowledge that I think 
he has done much towards its accomplishment; far more 
ihan Ll could have thought possible, before reading his 
work. ‘Though connected with the “straitest sect” of 
those who believe in future punishment, yet [ am con- 
strained to confess that iny faith in this doctrine has been 
nota little shaken Ly what I have met with in this book. 
And I should not be at ali surprised,if the body of evi- 
dence he has collected in support of his views, should be 
considered by multitudes as full and complete proof. It 
is my deliberate opinion that this work, whether the views 
it contains be true or false, if allowed to circulate unan- 
swerved, will do more to make converts to Universalism, 
than any other bookthat has ever been written on the 
sublect. 

It is not likely to be denied, I think. by such as have 
read this book, that there isa pretty urzent necessity for 
those that believe the doctrine of future eternal punish- 
inent and wish others to believe it, tofurnish a reply to 
‘he work ; at least to show us how many things there ad- 
vanced can be reconciled with such a doctrine. The 
dor trine, to some at least, appears to be in danger. And 
ifthe ground taken by the writeris allowed to be retained, 
it is not easy to see how the doctrine is longer to be de- 
fended. That the ground he has taken is unscriptural, & 
cannot be supported, remains for those that believe so, to 
prove. The mere denial, unsupported by proof, that he has 
alvanced any thing of much weight against the doctrine of 
endless punishment, will not answer. This will not sat- 
‘sly auy one who reads and thinks for himself. Every 
person that reads his work and has a mind to perceive ev- 
idence, will see that such a statement is far from being 
Correct. The reasoning and evidence which he has 
brought to bear against the particular doctrine he attacks, 
must be faiily and fully met and refuted. Nothing short 
of this ought, nothing short of this will salisfy the candid 
“nd honest minded. Andifthe views of this writer are 
tnsound and unscriptural, this undoubtedly can be done ; 
‘ney can be shown to be unsound and unscriptural.— 
Ainong the multitudes, therefore, who hare,and who will 
continue to assert this, let one atleast be found,who will 
come forward and prove it to others. It is proof, not as- 
sertions, that is wanted. If this is not done by some one, 
hot a few will conclude that it cannol be done; and well 
Mey may. If this isnot done, I forone,see no other al- 
ternative, but to renounce my former belief on this sub- 
ject. But if this would be a departure from the trvth,] 
would wish by all means to avoid such a step. As the 
ree course then left me, I suspend judgment, waiting to 
‘tear the other side, before coming to a decision on so im- 
Portant a point. I wantassistance. I want information. 


And to whom sha lif iook for the. desired ait, if not to 
those who are set for the defence of the truth? Itis the 
province of the clergy to stand forth in defence of truth, to 
refute error, to detect the false views often imposed on 
parts of scripture and palmed upon the world for truth. 
But to the onTHODOX Clergy it seems peculiarly to be- 
long, to furnish the information at present needed ; in oth- 
er words, to furnish a suitable reply to the book in ques- 
tion. I say orthodox Clergy, for it isa doctrine they espe- 
cially most surely believe and zealously preach, which 
this book professedly attacks and aimstooverthrow. To 
them, therefore, I make my appeal on behalfof myself and 
OTHERS; for Iam not alone. No, many others are al- 
ready ina similar situation with me. Multitudes more, 
in all probability, will yet read this book ane have their 
minds similarly shaken and unsettled. The poison is 
spreading far and wide. To you, then, Rey, Sirs, I look 
for some effort to check its progress. On you I call, to 
show me and others, WHY we should uot.reteive the views 
ef this writer; WHY we must reject them as dangerous to 
our Salvation. Ina word, show us wherein those views 
are unscriptural ; shew us this, and it shall suffice. 
That much good will result from an able, judicious 
reply to this work, cannot be doubted. Truth will be 
brought to light by the discussion. The public will then 
have the evidence on both sides of this important subject 
placed fully before them, & people will possess the means 
necessary toarrive ata correct decision, on & highly in- 
teresting point in religion. Many individuals greatly de- 
sire, as well as need, that such an answer sheuld be fur- 
nished. The religious community will expect it. And 
if, as many believe, the sentiments advanced by this au- 
thor, are false, and alike ruinousto men and dishonorable 
to God, the cause of truth, the welfare of immortal beings, 
and the glory of God, all unitedly demand it. Such be- 
ing the case, surely nothing more need be urd to induce 
those who prize the truth and properly regard the glory of 
Goa and best interests of men, to engage in this business. 
I know it may be said, Universalism has often been re- 
futed by able writers and their works may be consulted 
by those that need information and satisfaction on this 
subject. Iam aware, also, that a new edition of Ed- 
wards’ reply to Chauncey has been lately published. But 
what then? Were the world full of such books as Ed- 
wards, Strong, and others like them,they would form no 
suitable reply to the writings I wish to see answered. 
These may be very good in reply tothe works they were 
designed to answer ; but how can they be expected to 
mect arguments and opinions never published or avowed, 
tilllong after those authors were at rest in their graves? 
Universalism now, must be met and opposed on entirely 
different ground from that on which it was opposed by 
those writers. Consequently no writer can be supposed 
to furnish any thing like a refutation of the arguments and 
views contained in the work before us. A reply then, in 
some form o: other, cannot but be regarded as a desidera- 
tum in the religious community. And1 do hope thatsome 
individual of that learned and respectable class of the 
community to whom this paper is addressed, may be in- 
duced to offer the public an answer, and thus relieve ma- 
ny from embarrassment and doubt, and afford to all the 
means of making up their minds understandingly, on a 
highly interesting subject in religion. A BEREAN, 


+ 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


FATALITY AND CALVINISM. 

Mr. Epirorn—We ure aware that tothe inferences de- 
duced by usin our last communication, and which natu- 
rally foliow from the leading features of the above sys 
teins, ay be opposed the regular conduct and exemplary 
virtues of many of the adherents to the system of Calvin, 
and that this system in regard to then has not been pro- 
ductive ef such evils. ‘To this objection we reply, that 
we make a wide distinction between those who adhere tc 
any system and the system itself, and that the professors 
of any system are frequently found to be either bette: or 
worse than their creeds require they should be ; and that 
we do notspeak merely of the adoption of Calvinism, but 
of its application and reduction to practice. We are 
happy to add also that both the hearts and lives of many 
Calvinists actually disclaim the doctrines and principles 
advocated by their leader and founder, and that they 
simply adhere to those doctrines in theory, while they re- 








jectthem in practice, They would shudder at the tho't 


of the commission of crimes, of which, according to their 
system, God is not only the author, but also the approver. 
We shall also endeavor to avoid confounding the abuses 
of a system with the proper uses that may be made of it, 
the latter of which may be as beneficial, as the former is 
injurious to society. But the principles under considera- 
tion, we do not conceive to be capable of any abuse what- 
ever, and the evils resulting from them we consider natu- 
ral and necessary consequences, from the application oi 
them. The principles and doctrines of Calvin, however 
dishonorable they may be, to the character of the Deity, 
however dangerous to the happiness and welfare of man- 
kind, when teduced to practice, are perfectly harmless in 
reference to society, when maintained by persons of the 
above description. In such cases these doctrines may be 
compared to wild and savage animals committed to the 
custody of faithful and vigilent keepers, and prevented 
by restraint and confinement from doing those mischiets, 
and producing that havoc and destruction which night 
be expected from permitting them to roam at liberty, and 
giving full permission to indulge their native cruelty and 
ferocity. The evils which might be expected froin the 
maintenance of the same doctrines by persons of an oppo- 
site character, may be justly compared to the desolation 
which the releasement of such animals from their confine- 
ment would inevitably occasion. 

We have observed that according to these systems, God 
is not only the author, but the approver of sin. That God 
approves, necessaiily follows from the supposition that he 
is the author of sin. For God is an immutable being. 
He cannot therefore recede from his determinations, re- 
pent of whathe has done, or what he intends to aceom- 
plish. Ashe is a Being who is infinitely perfect, his de- 
signs as well as his actions must be of necessity right, and 
of whatever is right, a being of undeviating rectitude must 
approve. 
sin is occasioned by an eternal and irrevocable decree of 
the Deity, and ashe is incapable of repenting of whatev- 
er he has done, he must consequently approve sin, as well 
as holiness and virtue. But this doctrine goes further. 
It breaks down the partition between virtue and vice, and 
reduces them to vain and empty distinctions. For 
if God is infinitely holy, nothing can proceed from him 
that is not good in its nature. But as gin proceeded 
from God, according to those systems which make him the 
author of sin, its nature must be consequently good, and 
far from being offensive to him, To what consequences 
do Calvinistic principles lead us ? 

These consequences could not escape the penetration of 
several eminent defenders of Calvinism, who have not 
attempted to dispute the correctness of them, but unwil- 
ling to relinquish the system, they have had recourse to 
evasive reasoning, implying that God has no real aver- 
sion to sin, &c. But while they have been driven to such 
subterfuges in defence of their opinions they have been 
obliged to contradict another doctrine to which, as Trini- 
tarians, they cannot refuse to assent, viz. the infinity ot 
sin. For if sinis not displeasing nor offensive to God, 
how can it be an infinite evil? Can God be indifferent 
to an evilof this description? Could he have required 
an atonement to his justice of infinite value, for a viola- 
tion of hislaw, which was far from being displeasing to 
him, and upon which he looked with comparative indif- 
ference ? ‘Those, therefore, who adhere tothe system of 
Calvin, should renounce the Trinitarian creed to act con- 
sistently with their professed principles. 

But the establishment of these principles leads to a stiff 
more serious consequence than has been hitherto pointed 
out. ‘They invade anessential attribute of the Deity, and 
rob him of a perfection essential to bis nature and char- 


acter. They lead, therefore, to the annihilation of God ! 
For what is God? Is he not a Being of infinite perfec- 
tions? And unless he were such a Being, would he not 


cease tobe God? Now holiness is an essential attribute 
of the Deity, and by depriving his character of such a 
perfection, we deprive it of infinity, and God no longer 
exists. 

Now to consequences of this description, these princi- 
ples inevitably lead. Forcan any two things be more 
opposed to each other than holiness and sin? Can the 
author aud the approver of sin possess any claims to the 
character of a good or holy belng?) What opinion should 


we form of any man who was in the constant practice, ej- 


ther of committing crimes himself, or of compelling or ne- 





cessilating others to commit them, and with as much de. 


Now as God produces sin, as the existence of 
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liberation justifying and approving them: But, accord- 
ing to the system of Calvinism and Fatality, the sinner in 
the hands of God isas the poignard in the hands of a 
bravo, or a pistol, when used by the highway robber o: 
the midnight assassin. If, therefore, any rational being, 
who can partake of sanctity and goodness but in a_ finite 
or litaited degree, would be justly considered as destitute 
of either, were he to perpetrate such crimes as those of 
which the systems under consideration suppose that God 
is both the author and approver, how can the approba- 
tion of them be reconciled with the character of bim who 
is the fountain of all holiness, the source of all perfection, 
and who expressly declares that he is of * purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity 7” Itis a subjectof regret that it be 
comes necessary to employ a moment in the refutation of 
doctrines, the absurdity of which is as seli-evident, as 
that an honest man would not be guilty of a willful fraud ; 
a man of probity and veracity of a wilful falsehood ; 01 
a humane and benevolent man ofan act of cruelty, injus- 
tice, Or Oppression. INVESTIGATOR, 
[To BE CONCLUDED. | 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 


* He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which 
is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is right- 
eous, let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, let 
kim be holy still.”"—Rey. xxii. 1}. 

This passage is often quoted to support the doctrine of 
endless misery, and to show that the doctrine of Univer- 
sal Salvation is not true. But does this passage contain 
any thing that looks like proof of endless misery: Does 
iteven say any thing about a future state? We have 
examined the text with care and attention, and cannot 
discover that it relatcs to a state beyond the present mode 
of being. As the text neither expresses or implies any 
thing like the sentiment of endless misery, it may be pro- 
per to inquire what its meaning is, as here used. 

In order to compass this object with the greater ease, 
it is expedient to consider it in connexion with the preced- 
ing and succeeding verses. ‘And he saith unto me, seal 
nut the sayings of the prophesy of this Book: for the time 
is athand. He that is unjust, let hin be unjust still; 
and be which is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that 
is righteous let him be righteous still; and he that is holy 
let him be holy still. And behold, I come quickly ; and 
my reward is with ine, to give every man according as 
his work shall be.” 

1. ‘This prophetic instruction forbade St. John to seal 
the sayings cf the vision, because the time of their fulfil- 
ment was at hand. 2. It recognizes a truth before an- 
nounced by the inspired prophet, Jer. xin. 23, * Can the 
Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then 
imay ye also do good, Who are accustomed to do evil.”— 
This language was addressed tothe house of Israel ; and 
the declaration of their punishment, (@ lemporal punish- 
ment) follows in the verses next in succession. When 
the vision under consideration was disclosed to St. John, 
the persecution of the christians was raging in all its fu- 
ry, under the power, both of Jews and heathens; so that 
there was very little prospect of adding to the number of 
believers, by converting its enemies to the faith and prac- 
tice of the gospel. The most that could be doe in that 
state of their affairs, was to strengthen and encourage 
such as were already discipled, and suffer those who weie 
hostile to the interests of christianity to remain iu the filth 
of idolatry, and the practice of injustice, till the Prince of 
Peace should make his second appearance. 

It may also be viewed as a caution against the adop- 
tion of any coercive measures to correct the i:regularities 
of those who were believers, and yet denied their faith, 
through fear of persecution. ‘The same seutiment is con- 
veyed in the prohibition of the man who sowed good seed 
in his field, contained in his reply to the servants, who 
desired permission fo pluck up the fares which they beheld 
growing among the wheat. ‘These two passages strongly 
imply the unskikulness of human wisdom, and the insuf- 
ficiency of human means alone, to effect a reformation by 
any coercive measures, aud that the adoption of such 
means would only tend to overthrow the faith of those 
who rejoiced in the mild, forbearing and impartial genius 
of the gospel. It also reminded the disciples that the ad- 
ministration of rewards and punishments was not theirs 
but the work of the great Head of the Church. Hence he 
informs them—3. “ Behold, | come quickly ; and my re- 
ward IS with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be. ‘This language of the Saviour places the 
whole subject in an easy and familiar light, and shows 
With great clearness, that a future state of existence was 
not implied by the language of the preceding veise; since 
the time of his coming was nearat hand, and not afar eff. 
As a concomitant testimony, see Matt. xvi. 27, 28, * For 
the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father, with 
bis angels: and then he shall reward every man accord- 
ing to his works. Verily I say unto you, there be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 


‘Thus we see, by a little attention to the passage and! 





its immediate connexions, that instead of affording any ; duration of future punishment. 
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With me it is a serious ques 
S ques. 


snpport to the doctrine of endless torments, the text and | tion, however, whether it is_ proper to proclaim the doctrina 
context, when taken together, afford direct evidence of | Of universal salvation, even ii we are Convinced of jts truth 


the falsity of that scheme. 
Se Dw 








Potewicat, 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
TO “A UNIVERSALIST.” 

Sir—-It is pleasing to find that you discover the propriety of 
exeicising “ charity a. d patience,” inacontroversy with one 
who makes but littie pretensions to an acquaintance with the 
‘ peculiar” views of universalists. ‘The greatest fault i have 
seen in the people of your profession, in their argumentations 
in favor of thei doctrine, is, that they do not exhibit so much 
benevolence as they profess, and as the system which they es- 
pouse, requires. No sentiments could be better than yours, 
when carried into practice. Universal good-will aud breth- 
erly kindness would be * peculiar virtues” indeed; and the 
conditior. of that man must be enviable, in whose theory and 
conduct, they unite and shine If, in this respect, the eye is 
single, the whole body must be full of light. But on the other 
hand, if your good-will exists only in professions, but few will 
ve likely to embrace your doctrine ; or, in other words, “ if 
the light which is in you be darkness, how greatis that dark- 
ness °” 

From a careful review of what we have said concerning 
reasoning from analogy, I am willing to admit that, it neither 
proves the endless misery of the wicked, nor their final deliv- 
erance from siu and suffering. Such a course of reasoning, 
when fairly conducted, would leave ws where it has thousands 
of others, viz. m total darkness as it respects the future final 
destination of man. Indeed, | did not expect to demon.trate 
the doctrine of endless misery by my observations on that 
subject, but merely to show you that such a course of argu- 
ment would afford me as much proof, asit would you. As 1 
told you im conversation, | now tell you again, there is but one 
ground on which | ever expected to support and defend the 
doctrine i have professed, and that ground is, the absolule sov- 
regnty of God. Has not God a right to have mercy on whom 
he will ? and has he not an undoubted right todo ashe will, 
with his own ? If, for wise reasons known only to himself, 
God sees fit to make some of his offspring vessels of mercy, 
and to sanctify and prepare them for final glory, has he nota 
right to do it? and if he makes some of thein vessels of wrath, 
and fits them for endless destruction, who has a right to find 
fault ? This is the doctrine of sovereign mercy ; and the only 
doctrine which can favor the idea of the final misery of the 
wicked. I do abhor the equivecations of Arminians, who 
represent the Deity as giving immortal creatures cxistence, 
without designing each individual, for his ultimate destina- 
tion. Reason and revelation unite in proving thatif any are 
eternally miserable, they were brought into existence for that 
very purpose ; and all the aitempts of my orthodox friends to 
evade this truth, are injurious to our cause. ‘The truth needs 
no Arminian sophistry to recommend it to those who are re- 
generated or reconciled to the sovreign will of God. ‘The will 
of God is the highest authority to which we can appeal ; 
therefore, when we are informed that, ** God will have mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and whom he wil/, he harden- 
eth’’—liave we not all the information on the subject, which 
dependent creatures could expect’ This Soverergn will render 
no other reason for the existence of things, than that he wills 
they should exist. 

Your familiarity with controversial discussions has enabled 
you to point out several things in my arguments, which you 
turn very much to your advantage, and among others, the 
phrase, ** seeret will” of God. 1 will therefore, avail myself 
of the light which your criticisms have shed upon my path, 
and admit that God’s decreetive will ts revealed, as seen above. 
God wills whatsoever comes to pass, and nothing comes to 
pass excepting what he previously decreed should take place. 
Now itcomes to pass that some men are made for honor, and 
some for dishonor, some are vessels of mercy avd others 
vessels of wrath ; on some he will have mercy, and on others 
God will not have mercy ; therefore all this is according to 
his decreetive will as revealed in the scriptures. Now only 
make it plaily appear that God will actually have mercy up- 
on all, as he doth on a part and the controversy is settled. 
Perhaps you think you have already done this; and, if so, our 
readers will undoubtedly discover it. For myself, 1 cannot 
say you have done enough to remove all objections. 

it was my intention, a few days since, to have continued 
the controversy beyond the limits which I prescribed in my 
last to you, by maintaining the duration of future punishment 
from those scriptures in which the words eternal, everlasting, 
&e. occur, when applied to punishment. But a friend of 
mine, professing to be rather liberal in his sentiments, has put 
into my hands a new work, of which I have seen frequent no- 
tices in the Intelligencer, viz. Batrour’ Inquiry, and I have 
hastily perused 220 pages of it, which has induced me to post- 
pone a discussion of those words, till I shall have thoroughly 
examined the whole work. Mr. Balfour has presented many 
things in so novel and interesting a light, that I hardly know 
which excels, my astonishment or my joy. Let the result of 
his Inquiry be what it may, he exhibits much ability,patience, 
candor and erudition. His work will undoubtedly be answer- 
ed by some of my orthodox friends. After 1 shall have exam- 
ined the Inquiry, I shall resume this controversy, unless | am 
convinced that it isunanswerable. If such should be my con- 








The sacred writers have unquestionably, acted prudently aa 
' yet they have left the subject on such grounds, that honest m,.. 
differ in opinion, as to the doctrine which they taughr, Pe 
believe they meant to hold forth the saivation of all mey *s 
more Lelieve they did not. Why would it nat be wel] | Sepia 
ers to adopt tle same course? We are not obligated to 4. 
clare, in so many words, whether we believe the doctrine ¢, 
do not believe it. — 
; very man is at liberty to consult his standing in the wo, 
and act ashe shall think most prudent. Jt might be ag wel) 
and even better, for society, to preach the benevolence of pe 
ity in sucb a manner, asto leave those whose understandines 
are enlightened, to draw the inference, :n favor of your doc. 
trine, and not im such an open manne, that the most unnrio. 
cipled might take advantage of it. 1 believe there are jo, 
| few, of various denommations, who act upon this prudentig) 
‘plan, even in the ministry of the word) But whatever might 
| be my belief, | could not espouse your cause, and be denomi. 
nated a Universalist,so long as the professors of that coctrine 
are so remiss in regard to the ordinances and good tegulation; 
in religion. Their inattention to the duties of religion, to 
family worship, the support of the preached gospel, and even 
in some cases, to a due observance of the holy Sabbath, js , 
means of detering thousands from seeking their fellowship 

The above remarks will render a reply unnecessary,to what 
you say of my changing my views, when ! find them unscrip- 
‘tural. Lam informed that some of the ablest defenders o: 
| your doctrine, even in this country, continued in the fellow. 
| ship of the Congregational order, to the day of their death, 

Probably their ministry was more useful, and their writings 
“whether posiiumous or otherwise, not less so, for their re. 
| maining in that communion. Those who openly profess and 
| maintam the doctrine, subject themselves to many inconven- 
iences and privations, by so doing, which might be avoice’, 
Aud now, dear Sir, | appeal to you, as a christian universal. 
ist, whether you discover any beneficial results from your man- 
| ner of holding forth your sentiments, which would be prevent: 
ied by a more cautious and reserved exhibition of the sai 
general principles ? 

Convinced in my own heart that I have treated the subject 
in dispute fairly, and my antagonist with becoming respect, | 
shall conclude for tie present Ly subscribing myself your real 
friend. CALVINIST. 








CHrvistian Enteliigencer. 





PORTLAND, SATURDAY, SEPT. 25, 1824. 











‘67 AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 
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Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, tn the which ali 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come 
forth: They that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation, 

John v. 28, 29. 

It is the opinion of many able and learned writers in the 
christian church, that the passage before us alludes to a day 
of general pgudgment, in a future state of existence; wii 
the whole human faimily, without any exception, shall be 
literally raised from death, and personally appear before the 
Son of man, to be judged and rewarded for all the deeds they 
shall have done, whether good or evil. And we doubt not 
there are many others, who embrace doctrines without exami: 
nation, or troubling themselves to compare them with the 
scriptures on which they are supposed to depend for support, 
who would deem it next to blasphemy, for us to call that 
application of the text in question. but still there are some 
who are convinced that truti never eludes fair investigation, 
and that any doctrine which is compatible with the infinite 
peifections of Veity, will lose nothing by being carefully scru 
tinized, and faithfully examined im the light of reason ant 
revelation. ‘Therefore, prefacing our remarks with the pos! 
tive declaration, that we believe God “ will reward every man 
according to his works,” as we are instructed in his word, we 
must, in justice to our conscience, examine the popular no 
tion of a general judgment in a future state, and continue ' 
reject it, till something more convincing bas been offered in 
its defence, than we are yet able to find. To us, that doctrine 
appears to abound with glaring inconsistencies and irreconcl: 
leable contradictions, when stripped of its forbidding 20° 
awe-inspiring terrors, with which it has been habited by - 
ingenious, calculating and learned advocates; and ull! 
these incongruities can be shown to exist ouly in our miscon 
ceptions of the subject, we must unavoidably disbelieve ue 
common notion of a general judgment. Who cau reconcil’ 
this doctrine with the opinion generally maintained, that the 
unalterable state of each human being is decided and fixed @ 
the moment of death? If those who have done good” are 
immediately transported to the regions of bliss and glory, 
and “those who have done evil’’ descend instantly to unimer 
ciful torment, and, if there can be no reversion or alteration 
of their condition, of what advantage can it be to be calle 
out and reeeive a second sentence, which must, in every = 
spect, agree with that, by which the righteous were at fi! 


adjudged to heaven, and the wicked to nell? If both oo 
yer 


tions of character are in the place to which they prop 





victions, it would bea tax upon time, to argue concerning the 


belong, and if the one is as happy, and the other as miseradits 
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reserve to be, it is impossible for us to discover the 


jity in such a judginent as imagination has pourtrayed. 
Would it be any thing more “* than a solemn farce’? Can 

be any thing serious and sensible, in supposing that 
th ee Moses and Elijah; Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. after 
Enemy nen in heaven for theusands of years, and knowing 
bare well that heaven is their eternal home, shaii be 
weer ie and put upon trial, to see whether they shall ve 
a vp be damned? We are satisfied that such an absurdity, 
soem a of heathen mythology, would be considered ridicu- 
ate . But those divives who attempt to maintain these mon- 
a te inconsistencies, are extremely unwilling to subinit their 
anions to candid investigation; they prefer being richly 
sensated far positiv> assertions, without being at the 
nani of explaining or defending them. We are not ata 
surprised that discerning men should prefer that course, since 
itis the oaly one by which they can hope to succeed, in imp.- 
sing their incredible and unreasouable dogmas upon the hu- 


4s hey, 
lea st ul! 


man mind. pile sk , 

The only reason which is assigned, for the propriety and 
necessity, for judging men in a future state, for the deeds 
done in the present, which merits a distinct consideration aud 
reply, is, that we do not see an equality in the distribution oi 
rewards, in this world. We are told that the wicked some- 
times appear to be more prosperous and happy than the 
righteous; and, of course, if God does not cail them to an 
account after death, and reward them severally, according to 
their deserts, he would not be justand equal, in the distribu- 
tion of his rewards. But, in this case, the reader cannot 
fail to discover, that the advocate for a future judgment has 
taken the throne himself, & judged the Being whom he ougiit 
to adore. His zeal for having others punished, has arraigned 
the God, all whose ways are justice and truth, betore his own 


partial bar; and he has decided, with those of like faith of 


uid, that God’s ways are unequal! But what saith the Loxo, 
who is so unjustly condemned? ‘Ye say, The ways of the 
Lord are notequal! Are not my ways equal? are not your 
ways unequal ?” 

Butlet us admit, for a moment, the propriety of this sen- 
rence against God, and see to what it will a:nnount. ‘The argu- 
ment allows, that, if all men were actually “ recompensed in 
the earth,” according to justice, then there would be no neces- 
sity for having another judgment, in tie tuture state. Very 
well; then itis fair to conclude, that the judge will not take 
cognizance of any cases, ercepling those in which he was 
delicient in doing justice, in the present state. Hence, the 
whole tumult and parade of that judgment, is needful ouly, 
to repair those imperfections and breaches 1 the divine ad- 
ministration, in which God was unjust towards some of his 
offspring. —Besides charging God foolishly, this doctrine un- 


cermines itself; because, if the above be admitted, nove will 
be judged excepting the small number, who, our priests tel} 


us, have not had justice done them in the present life. ‘That 
is, the few righteous men who have been seriously injured by 
their piety, and the few wicked men that have been essentially 
benefitted by their criminality, will n ed to have their ac- 
counts looked over, that all the imperfections of the divine 
administration may be fairly rectified. Butwho shall be the 
counsellors of that Being, whose goveinment has been so im- 
perfectiy administered ? Why, those, undoubtedly, who have 
discovered and pointed out its imperfections ! Accordingly, 
if we should prove that Gori was not imperfect in recompen- 
sing his offspring in this life, we should, at the same time, 
disprove the necessity of his judging and rewetding them in 
a future state. ‘To prevent the trouble of reasoning ou this 
subject, we appeal to the faithful Record of the divine pro- 
ceedings, from which it is evident that God has ever been 
faithful, in executing upon the wicked, the punishment de- 
nounced; and granting to the obedient, the reward promised, 
even in the present life; so that, as it respects, at least, the 
greatest part of inankind, there can be no utility in a future 
judgment, unless it be to ascertain, whether He, who adminis- 
tered his government imperfectly, did not commit some mis- 
lakes, and misapply his rewards. 

_ But all this reasoning might have been spared, if it could 
v@ suitably impressed upon the mind, that the above allega- 
on against the perfect government of God, arises from the 
“ppearance of things. ‘There isno candid man, before whose 


yes these remarks will come, that knows, or pretends to 


know, of any instances in which God goverus so. imperfectly, 
as to make the wicked man more happy in this life, than he 
would have been, had his conduct been virtuous. At most, 
“ecan Only say, that appears to be the case. But ca. he 
oerly make that statement? Let him inform us of one sol:- 
‘ary case in which he really believes that the wretch, aban- 
doned to all manner of crimes, enjoys more felicity than the 
“ame Person would, if possessed of all the Christian graces 
Both his experience and the word of truth must stare him in 
ihe face, and positively contradict that pernicious doctrine. 
1 aty~ language is, ‘* Great peace have they .whe obey thy 
AW,” and “ There is no peace to the wicked, saith my God.” 
here is the same evidence, both from reason and revelation, 
= believe that wickedness will afford peace of mind, in a fu- 
“Ute state, as that it does produce it here. It is a deception 
of the most pernicious kind, to be deceived in this particular. 
re doctrine which throws a false lustre upon vice, and 
mond: it appear as the most successful means of rendering 
ins ’APPY, is a serpent of no less deleterious influence, than 
= which beguiled the woman of Eden. 
3 * = have said more upon the subject, which has beei 
red oat of Popes, Cardinals, Bishops, and sub-reverends, 
romeath tend first contemplated, though perhaps vot more than 
> VeCessary, since the text which stands at the head of this 
“cle, has been improperly applied to such a day. By 
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divine permission we shall hereafter take up the subject and | 
doctrine of the day of judgment, as used inthe Seriptures 
Wheo we read, “ Marvel not at this; for’ &c. we are 
vaturally led toexamine the preceding context, that we may 
ascertain the main subject of our Saviour’s discourse. If we 
find he was delivering a lecture upon a future state of exist- 
ence, and describing the infinitely different rewards which 
different characters siall there receive, we may conclude that 
the popula: application of our text is proper. But if it should 
be found, on examination, that the celestial Preceptor was 
illustrating the power and effect of his word, on those whose 
attention was arrested by his voice in the gospel, we shall 
certainly have much reason to conclude that the passage has 
been unhappily extended beyond its proper limits. 
(CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT.) 





ZEPHENIAH L. CROSSMAN. 

It appears from an account which is going the rounds of 
religious publications that, a Mr. Z. L. Crossman, who for a 
short time had preached “the gospel of the blessed God,” 
has renounced it, and is again wallowing in the doctrine of 
endless. torment. But those editors who are so much enrap- 
tured with their brother’s apostacy from the truth, viz. that 
** God will have all men to be saved,’’—are careful not to 
inform their readers, that Mr. C. was formerly a preacher of 
doctrines opposed to Universalism, and has been most distin- 
guished in his public career, for his instability and fickleness 
of mind. He has been vibrating to the extremes of truth, at 
one time preaching the doctrine of annihilation, and at 
another, endless misery, for years. During the short time 
which he professed Universalism, his eccentricity of conduct 
and character, rendered his labors extremely unsuccessful. 
‘Though we feel perfectly friendly to Mr. C. and would not 
utter a word to his injury, we must be permitted to congra- 
tulate our brethren, that he is no longer recognized as a prea- 
cher ofour order. However useful he may be in the cause 
which he has espoused, we are confident that his labors are 
not needed “ in defence of the gospel of Christ.”” We should 
be glad to know, why those editors who are sticklers for end- 
less misery, should give publicity to the very few instances in 
which men renounce Universalism, and yet remain perfectly 
silent, in regard to the very many cases in which preachers 
and people, renounce their false doctrine, and embrace Uni- 
versalism. In most, if not all, cases, those-who are aposlates 
from our doctrine, are suclr as have previously renounced 
some opposing sentiment. So that their testimony is as much 
Jor us as against us. 





GREAT MISREPRESENTATION. 

Anarticle appeared several weeks since, in ‘*Zion’s Herald,” 
purporting to be from one John W. Hardy, in which an Eng- 
lishman, called John Thomson, was identified with an 
Irishman, by the name of John S. Thompson. That the story 
in the Herald is incorrect, is evident, since the person of 
whom it speaks was ‘‘ expelled from the Methodists in 1820,” 
whereas J..S. Thompson “ presided at a love-feast in Liver- 
pool, in 1822, and was never separated from the connexion, 
except by distance and difference of opinion.” The John 
Thomson of whom Hardy was knowing, * went from S. Caro- 
lina to Philadelphia,” and was afterwards “ preaching in 
Worcester county, (Mass.)”’ ** whereas J. S. Thompson was 
never in S. Carolina, nor did” he * ever preach in Massachu- 
setts.” Wecannot believe that the editor of the Herald, 
would, knowingly, publish such an injurious misrepresenta- 
tion, as appeared in the article to which we allude. It is 
hoped he will lose no time, in coriecting the mistake, and 
thereby do as he would be done by. It is incompatible with 
the Christian and the gentleman to persist in misrepresenta- 
tions of that description. 





Several denominations in this town, had a Fast on 
Wednesday last, for the avowed purpose of getting up a 
None took an active part in these 
meetings, excepting such as were members of churches. 


Revival of Religion. 


who believe in a miraculous display of Divine grace in 
Calvinists, Methodists and Free 
will Baptists united in the same meeting, and earnestly 
It ap- 
pears, (to adopt their own language) that the time has 


the conversionofsinners.. 
prayed to God to pour out his Spirit in this place. 
come when Ephraim shall no more vex Judah nor Judah 


vex Ephtaim, but when they shall fly upon the Philis- 
tines, lay held on Edom,& make the Ammonites obey them. 
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Or, what is the same thing, the diferent denominations 


' ‘ ° . ’ 
(aforementioned) of real christians, shall no longer hate 


or vex each other; but uniting together, and bringing thei: 
strength to bear upon the same point, they will prevai 
against their neighbors, the Quakers, Universalists ani! 
Unitarians, and overthrow them. 

Very well; if their work is of God, we sincerely hope 
it will prevail; and if it is not, we certainly have nothing 
to fear from it. So far as these people are actuated by 
a benevolent spirit, we commend their undertaking ; but 
for ourselves, we expect to see nothing more miraculous 
than the additions which may be made to some or all of 
the different churches. 


>The Episcopal Convention of the Eastern Diocese 
will be held at St. Paul’s Church in this town on Wec- 
nesday next. Kt. Rev. Bishop Griswold it is expected 
will preach on the occasion. 





fyeRev. Wituiam A. Drew, of Farmington, has recently 
been preaching at belfast, where, we understand, his labors 
have been blessed with success. 





[com MUNICATED. ] 


Mr. Editor,--I take the liberty to request you to insert this 
article in your useful paper, with the hope that you, or some 
of your correspondents will give it the attention it requires. 
The subject has, indeed, been often discussed, but | cannot 
say as it has always been im a satisfactory manner to my own 
mind: ITtis conceived that, this subject ought to be well un- 
derstood by all Christians; and it 1s hoped that some one 
will be able toset it in a clear and satisfactory light. I shalt 
wait with considerable ardor of expectation, for such views 
as may be given in relation to the subject of the following 
questions: 

1. Do not the scriptures attach an importance to the suffe- 
rings and death of Christ, which they do not ascribe to the 
sufferings and death of any Christian martyr; and are not 
such texts as Isaiah lili. 4, 5,6, and the last part of the 8th 
verse; as also Romans, 5th chap. last part of the 6th verse, 
indicative of such importance ? 

2. If this question is answered affirmatively, then in what 
does the superior inportance of the sufferings and death of 


effected by the sufferings and death of any martyr? 
INQUIRER. 


[ We insert the above article with pleasure, and earnest- 
ly recommend it to the consideration of our correspond- 





answers to the important questions which it contains.— 


The sufferings and death of Christ, hold a conspicuous 


we should be pleased to see an illustration of the subject, 
which shall be worthy of the character and mission of the 
Saviour of the world. ] » 

CRE LD EP ITS TEL, OER, 





Depication anp Orprwation.—On Wednesday of last week 
the Unitarian Meeting-House recently erected in Hallowell, 
was soleinnly dedicated to the worship of Almighty God, ana 
the Rev. Enwarp Eveneri was ordaimed as Pastor over the 
Church and Society. ‘The Council consisted of the Rey. Dr. 
Nichols, of Portland, Rey. Mr. Walker, of Charlestown, Rev. 
Mr. Brazer, of Salein, Rev. Mr. Bartlett, of Maiblehead, Rev. 
Mr. Parkman, of Boston, and Rev. Mr. Robinson, of Eastport. 





TY TEED ate 


MARRIED 


) 

In this town, by Rev. Mr. Ten Broeck, Mr. Nathaniel Fuller 
ton Deering, merchant, of Kastport,to Miss Nancy Waite. 

By Rev. Dr. Payson, Mr. Cyrus Staples to Miss bliza Si- 
monton. 

On Veaks’ Island, Mr. Alexander Johnson to Miss Lydia 
Woodbury. 

In this town, by Rev. Dr. Payson, Gen. John Ba lkham, 
of Robinstown, (Member of the Executive Council of this 
State) to Miss Mary M’Lellan, of this town. 








—_—-- + 


DIED, 

In this town, Octavus Hill, aged 12 months, son of Mr. 

Ammi M. Humphrey. Mrs. Eliza Bagley, aged 19. Mrs. 
flizabeth Baker, aged 82. 








“ Balfour's Inquiry.” 
rpA few copies of Mr. * BALFour’s INQUIRY,” just 
received, which may be had at $2.50, if called for immedi- 
ately. ALSO, 
A series of Letters in defence of Divine Revelation, addres- 
ed to Rev. Abner Kneeland, by Rev. H. Ballou—price §1. 





A volume of Sermons, by Rev. H. Ballou— price $3. 
A number of Serinons on various subjects—price 12 1.2. 0. 


Christ consist? or what could they effect, that could not be 


ents, some one of whom we hope will furnish us with. 


place inthe history of his glorious advent on earth, and’ 
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| Sacved Hyve. 


SOULS OF THE JUST. 
Souls of thejust! whose truth and love, 
Like light and warmth, once lived below, 
Where have you ta’en your flight above, 
Leaving life’s vale in wintry woe? 
God hath withdrawn you near his throne, 
Centre and source of brightness all, 
Aso’er yon hills the evening sun 
Recalls his beams when shadows fall. 


But there are wistful eyes that find 
A loss in every parting ray; 
And there are exiled souls behind 
That long with you to fly away. 
Gi:! happy hour, when ev’ry geri 
Of captive spirit shall be tree, 
And shine with you, all bright and warm, 
Around one glorious Deity! 


| CHje dictlector. 


RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. 
A STILL SMALL VOICE.” 

The briefsentence, which stands at the head of this ar- 
ticle, might safely be used as a motto to a veiy extensive 
essay on the subject of religion. It is selected fiom the 
history of the prophet Elijah, and seems to have been in- 
tended as a gentle reproof of his conduct in staying the 
idolatrous prophets of Baal. Elijah had been * very 
vealous for the Lord God of Hosts ;” he was doubtless 
sincere ; but his zeal, though honest, might have been too 
fervid, and have led him to do what reason and benevo- 
lence would not justify. Ifthis was the case, as we have 
cause to believe, nothing could more strikingly reprehend 
his conduct, than the sublime scene that he subsequently 
witnessed; “a great and strong wind rent the mountains, 
and brake in pieces the rocks, before the Lord, but the 
Lord was notin the wind; and after the wind an ea:th- 
quake, but the Lord was not inthe earthquake ; and afte: 
the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire 5 
and after the fire, a stillsmall voice.” ‘Ihe man of sensi- 
bility and reflection will readily perceive the character 
and moral of this imagery, and make the application to 
the case, as we have briefly stated it. 

But we may carry our observations still further, and 
give more extensive application to the sentiment before us. 
With many persons, the violence of religious exeicises is 
the test of their value and importance. If the Loic be 
not in the wind, the earthquake, or the fire, they expect 
not to find him ; and they are disposed to deny his being 
present with any who are not powerfully exercised in the 
manner which they consider necessary, to form the Chris- 
tian character. We cheerfully admit that such persons 
may be sincere ; we are disposed to admit that they are 
in general, honest, well meaning Christians. But still, 
we conceive, that they strangely mistake the character 
of religion. You must be almost incessantly employed 
in whatare called the exercises of religion ; you must be 
willing to permit conferences and prayer-meetiggs to in- 
terfere with your usual avocations, even to your injury ; 
vou wust pray and exhort in a loud voice ; you must ex- 
hibit proof of considerable agitation, and express great 
fervor and zeal, or you will not pass for atruly regenecvate 
person. It ought to be considered, however, that in these 
views men are liable to be mistaken, and what is worse, 
their mistakes will leadto injurious consequences. The 
cause of religion is often injured by the practices we have 
mentioned, The man, who regularly attends to the com- 
mon concerns of life, is thenas much in the way of his 
duty, as when he worships in the house of God. Religion 
is the rule of life ; its spirit must enter into all exe,cises 
and employments, and characterize every action. We 
are pleased to observe proofs of seviousness and reflection ; 
it is gratifying to see the services of :eligion performed 
with life and zeal; but that zeal should be tempeved with 
knowledge, and chastened by judgment. The ferment of 
the passions has no connexion with the zeal which the 
gospel recommends. Enthusiasm bears no nearex relation 
to seligion, than insanity. Every one ought to know, that, 
to affect the passions, to agitate the feelings, and to pro- 
duce violent emotions, are, in many cases, things not very 
dificult to accomplish. Why then should we attribute to 
the immediate agency of the spirit of God, that which may 
so easily be produced by means merely human : 

The kingdom of God cometh not with observation.— 
Che seed of grace “spiingeth and groweth up, we know 
not how.” It was not intended, that ieligion should pro- 
duce noise and clamor ; nor that such as imbibe its spicit 
should be distinguished by that which is noreal evidence 
of moral virtue. The spirit ofreligion subdues the pas- 
sions, clevates reason, enlightens the mind, and retorms 
the heart. Her kind and benignant office is suited to the 
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. pward Sigh of the contrite heart, to the silent tear of re- 
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pebieuce,lo ihe sec.et unosicutauious prayer of the hum- these are comparatively few. In cases of determiy 


ble, to ibe soit muapings of tuc widuitpathoui, and to the 
cheeriu: glow of gratitude and.ove that iilumes the face 
ol tne Curistian. And whetuer she speaks in rebuke, or 
uiicas Ue language of peace, hers is * a stili, small voice.” 
idvangelical Repertory. 
PARENTAL GOVERNMENT. 

Few subjects are more woithy of serious concern than 
that which relates to domestic government; yet there are 
few considerations so little regaided in comparison with 
Licir ituportance, People selcom set down to reilect up- 
ou iue Lest incthod Of governing their children, anu seem 
to ve uncouscious that in early childhood, their tempers, 
and in u great degiee, luely Mauuners are becoming estab- 
lisued for life. ‘ibe habsts of children are the offspring of 
thei instruction; and Circumstances Couiparatively tri- 
fling, are Oiten KbOWwn to produce impressions which are 
vever eradicated. ‘Lbhese is peshaps uo complaint which 
iclates to children, more general, than the habit of pie- 
Vaiicauon and falsehood. And however degrading and 
pesuicious tis piactice may appear, and however deplor- 
alice and mo:liiying lo parents, in general, they may at- 
iyivute tue Cause to themselves. <A child, in the artiess- 
uess OL injancy never thinks of teiling a lie; but a cir- 
culstance apparently trifling will suggest to him the ex- 
pedieney of talsenood: For instance—a child through ig- 
uo.auce pluchs up a choice Nuwer, instead of a noxious 
weed: Lhe tiower is missed, and the whole family is in- 
tersOgated to ascertain who has done the mischief. Pres- 
ently tue ciuld appiOuches, and iu an artless manner con- 
lesses the tact, unconscious of any wrong. ‘The parent, 
stung with regret al (he loss ot a tiower, resorts to Hlagel- 
ialion, accompanmied with maly a threat in Case the cud 
snould ever be gulity ol a a iike ofience again. Sad ex- 
perience Das uGW taught the child @ lesson which will 
neve. be loigotteu, uameiy, that innocence will uot pro- 
lect bua, ana that teding the tiutn will subject bim to 
ce.tain pumisiinient., ai De suould alte, wards be interroga- 
ted concerning a sunilay ansaction, he hesitates, and 
thinks be discoveis in the pa.,ents countenance the marks 
Of disapprobation; ue prevuricates ; aud pressed still more 
Dy llquiry, Which sirengthens dis suspicion, he demes the 
fact, itis tiue tue semsation of iemorse jor having told 
a falsehood ienders hint undappy, but he consoles hunself 
With the thougnt that he has escaped the pain of corpo- 
real punishtwenut, with the addition of new threats, to 
which the truth would ce.tainiy buve exposed hin. ‘The 
fiist eXperlicut having succeeded, he veutures upon ano- 
the: and another, til the habit of falsehood becomes con- 
fisined. 

No. is this the only evii which such a course of disci- 
pline produces. ‘lhe induigence 01 passion in the parent, 
acts with the influence of example upon the child. ‘That 
it is natural tor childven to lnitate thelr parents, is a truth 
universally admitted. Jyvow the parent has indulged his 
anyer, aud the child is taught by this example to indulge 
tne Same passion. ‘Lhe parent has fostered resentment a- 
gallist the misdoings of the child, and the child is thereby 
taught to harbor revenge, and to practise retaliation upon 
his Jiitle associates who chance to ofend him. Thus we 
behold him i:apidly advancing to the state of marhood, a 
slave to the grosser passions ot his nature, instead of cul- 
tivating a temper Of milduess and forbearance. 

A thousand examples might be cited of this description, 
and the pernicious influence of parental indiscretion, 
night easily be traced fiom generation to gene:ation.— 
But it is needless, as well as painful, to dwell upon the 
subject of ancestral weakness, or to multiply instances of 
the indiscreet imdulgence of passion, which disfigure the 
parental characters, and produce a baletui effect upon the 
rising generation. Our attention ought rather to be di- 
rected to the means of reform; that the paiental charac- 
ter may become more worthy of respect, and seceive the 
gratelui homage of future generations. 

do commence with any ceitainty of success in so nec- 
essary an impiovement, it should be the first and most 
determined eitort of parents to govern the passion oi an- 
ger, tor it this be permitied to predominate, the moment 
joi reason and temperate reflection is beyond our reach ; 
nor will it return till it comes armed with the poignant 
sensation of regret. Men under the influence of this pas- 
siou will never condescend to reason with their children: 
but biows, and opprobrious epithets are the unrestiained 
oveiflowings of its impetuosity. But if proper care be 
taken to i:estrain this passion, the parentis capable of 
pomting Out to the child the folly wickedness, and mis- 
chievous tendency of every departure from the wholesome 
rule ofduty ; and by suca well-timed instruction, to call 
io. th the powers of his understanding, address bis feelings, 
und fix a lasting aud saluta:y impsession upon his mind. 
ihe exampie also of such mildness will loug be remem- 
vered with emotions of gratitude and reverence. 

Children should never be chastised for accidental mis- 
chiet : for nothing will tend more directly to irritate their 
temper, Or Sour their dispysition, and produce irreverence 
towards the character of their parents. 

The rod may be necessary on some occasions; but 
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severance in disobedience,and stubbornness of tem 
vod in the hand of a dispassionate and good paien 
be applied with profit to the child, if it be at: 
proper admonition, instruction, and advice. 

In a word ; let reason, benevolence, and justice, oy 
the parental hand, and preside in all their Caine 
the rising generations will bless the memory of the; 
cestors. [Christian Telese 


i PREJUDICE. 

The influence of prejudice is seen in a greater oy ews 
degree, in all the concerns of life; it affects the arts a 
sciences, civil policy,and even the interests of agricultur, 
A strong attachment to what we have long been none 
tomed to consider correct and judicious, is naturally to be 
expected; and itis no more than right, that we ‘should 
continue to adhere to that, which we have found to * 
good; but our decisions should be formed afte: due trial. 
and if we wish to decide properly, we must consent to - 
amine and compare things which are presented to ou; 
minds, however different or opposite their qualities may 
appear. If we do this, we shall take the only sure metio: 
to ayoid the charge of prejudice, and our attachinent to 
that, of the excellence of which we are convinced. 
appear to be rational and well founded. 

But it is not in the most common aifairs, that Prejudice 
exerts the greatest power ; it is in religion, that it dis. 
plays itself with the most extensive and unhappy effect 
{tis in the most impoitant concern, that the avenues to 
the mind are apt to be shut with truly formidable barriers, 
and where the Ampediments to knowledge seem to bea; 
a direct propoition to the magnitude of the subject, with 
which it is oui interest to become acquainted. We tea: 
ot new views of religion; new trains of ideas are sugges. 
ted ; it is hinted that, though religion, in it self considered 
is ever the same, and requires no improvement, yet that, 
imperfect creatures may Improve in their views and ap- 
pichensions of the subject, and greatly extend their jn- 
yuiries, and enlarge their knowledge, in relation to reli. 
gious truth; but such suggestions are coldly received; 
we have made up our minds; We are satisfied with ou: 
present attainments; in a word, our prejudices operate 
to check and retard the improvement of which we are are 
naturally capable. 

It is the nature of prejudice to maintain a dominios, 
with which the subject ts well satisfied, and of the rea! 
character of which he is extremely ignorant, till he experi- 
ences a deliverance fromit. How pleased, how delighted, 
niust that man have been, who exclaimed to his friend, 
* We have found him, of whom Moses, in the law, and the 
prophets, did write.” With him, the manacles of preju- 
dice were broken, and he was ready to acknowledge the 
Messiah, and receive Jesus, as the subject of ancient pre- 
diction. Yet the person to whom this address was wae 
seems to have been possessed with the feelings that hisie- 
ligious education had inspired, and indeed to have bern 
actuated by a temporary prejudice against Jesus ; for bh 
immediately asked the question, “can any good thin 
come outof Nazareth?” The state of this man’s mind 
was very similar to that of many in modern times. They 
cannot believe, that * any good thing can come” from any 
quarter except their own. Destitute of the sanctions, 
which their creeds, their universities, or their forms 0 
worship confer, you may expect but little attention, 0 
rather they may calculate upon being despised anc reje:!- 
ed. Their reasoning is similar to that of Nathaniel, 
“can any good thing come out of Nazareth.” 

The remedy for this state of mind, is exhibited in thie 
reply to the preceeding question, “come and see ;” i. 
“if you would determine whether the person that we lave 
found is the Messiah or not; if youreally wish to know 
if any good thing can come from the place which you seem 
to despise, you may easily satisfy yourself, by giving you! 
mind to the subject, and comparing the evidence relatit: 
to it, as wc have done.” It requires consicerable efor 
of mind to shake off the prejudices of education; Du 
there is no other way to arive at thetruth, There mvs 
sometimes be a sacrifice of the feeling we have im 
bibed, in favor of a system of religion, or we sha! 
make no progress in religious knowledge. Solomon ad- 
visedto * buy the truth, and sell it not.” He recomme?- 
ded to part with eveiy thing to obtain an object ol euch 
immense value. The effort of a mind that chee) 
complies with these directions, reccives the app:obatio? 
of heaven. The man who secks truth for its own sas* 
will assuredly find it; and during his researches, he 1s @? 
object which angels contemplate with satisfaction. | huss 
when “Jesus saw Nathaniel coming to him, be sate o! 
him, behold an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile. A 
sincere heart, with an artless disposition, and earnest] 
engaged in the pursuit of religious knowledge, will always 
receive the high approbation of him, who judgeth 
as men judgeth."—E. Repertory. 
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